
Community Worship Liturgy Packet 
March 29, 2020 

 
Light a candle in the center of your gathering space as you welcome the Light of Christ 

into your time of worship. 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Come from places that have seen better days, 
God bids us to celebrate this day, 
a day full of new possibilities. 
Coming with our breath taken away by grief, 
The Holy Spirit breathes new life within us, 
renewing our connection with God and with one another. 
Coming to worship seeking a hope that will endure. 
Christ unbinds the fetters that hold us in death,  
speaking in word and sacrament,  
and building community for holy service. 
 
Prayer                                 Rev. Rob Roberts 
 
Song of Praise                               “Surely the Presence”             Betty & Brian Shackelford 
 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place 
I can feel His mighty power and His grace 
I can hear the brush of angel's wings 
I see glory on each face 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place

Scripture                                                   John 11:1-45 
 

The Death of Lazarus 

11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 

with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to 

Jesus,[a] “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This 

illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may 

be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 

Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus[b] was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 

place where he was. 
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7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples 

said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going 

there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who 

walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10 But 

those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying 

this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to 

awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 

right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that 

he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is 

dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us 

go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin,[c] said to his fellow disciples, “Let us 

also go, that we may die with him.” 

Jesus the Resurrection and the Life 

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus[d] had already been in the tomb four 

days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles[e] away, 19 and many of 

the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 

home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 

him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I 

know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, 

“I am the resurrection and the life.[f] Those who believe in me, even though they die, 

will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 

this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah,[g] the Son of 

God, the one coming into the world.” 

Jesus Weeps 

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 

privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she 

got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was 

still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the 

house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 

because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary 

came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if 
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you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her 

weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in 

spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 

“Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved 

him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 

have kept this man from dying?” 

Jesus Raises Lazarus to Life 

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 

was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the 

dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead 

four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see 

the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, 

“Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I 

have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 

you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 

out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and 

his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

The Plot to Kill Jesus 

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus 

did, believed in him. 

 
Sermon                                 “Trust in our Grief”                                      Pastor Drew 
 
Celebration of the Offering                  “Do It Again” 
 
Since we are moving to online worship, we are going to begin implementing several 
ways for you to give your tithes and offerings. We hope to have an online giving 
option by next Sunday. For this week, you are invited to mail your check or drop 
your offering by the church office. Thank you for partnering with us to be the church 
in Ramseur and beyond. Here are some practical ways to give in the week ahead. Let 
us know if you have any ideas so that we can best be the church in this season of our 
life together.  
+ Write a letter to someone, encouraging them that God is with them  
+ Connect with someone via technology—whether that be a phone conversation or 
another means  
+ Check on a neighbor  
+ Reach out to someone who may need food/supplies  



+ At Jordan Memorial, we are committed to partnering with local small business in 
our community. Like the event last Sunday at Rocca’s Bakery, we hope to set up 
more of these partnerships so that our community can be fed and we can celebrate 
the many gifted places and people in Ramseur. Would you consider partnering with 
us in this way?   Thank you for supporting the local church through your prayers, 
presence, gifts, service, and witness! 
 

You can send gifts to 
Jordan Memorial UMC 

PO Box 848 
1511 Main Street 

Ramseur, NC 27316 
 

Or you can give online through our Conference Office.  Click the link below and you 
will be directed to a safe online giving portal.  When it asks for ‘District’, Jordan 

Memorial is located in the Uwharrie District. 
https://www.wnccumc.org/online-donations-to-churches  

 
Offertory  
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you we are an 
offering. Lord, use our voices, Lord use our hands, Lord use our lives, they are 
yours we are an offering. All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to 
be we give to you, we give to you. We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift 
our lives up to you we are an offering, we are an offering. 
 
 
Affirmation of Faith                                                              Hunter Shackelford 
We are not alone, we live in God’s world. We believe in God: who has created 
and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and 
make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. We trust in God. We are 
called to be the church: to celebrate God’s presence, to love and serve others, 
to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge 
and our hope. In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not 
alone. Thanks be to God.  
Amen. 
 
Song of Sending                                “Hymn of Promise” 
 
In the bulb there is a flower; 
In the seed, an apple tree; 
In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 
In the cold and snow of winter 
There's a spring that waits to be, 
Unrevealed until its season, 
Something God alone can see. 
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Shower the seeds that you plant with love 
Practice resurrection for real. 
Things are gonna’ be much better if we only will. 
 
There's a song in every silence, 
Seeking word and melody; 
There's a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery, 
Unrevealed until its season, 
Something God alone can see. 
 
Shower the seeds that you plant with love 
Practice resurrection for real. 
Things are gonna’ be much better if we only will. 
 
In our end is our beginning; 
In our time, infinity; 
In our doubt there is believing; 
In our life, eternity, 
In our death, a resurrection; 
At the last, a victory, 
Unrevealed until its season, 
Something God alone can see. 
 
Shower the seeds that you plant with love 
Practice resurrection for real. 
Things are gonna’ be much better if we only will. 
 
Shower the people you love with love 
Show them the way that you feel 
Things are gonna’ be much better if we only will. 
 
Benediction 
 
  


